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Unit B Chapter 8

Study Sheet

1. Mineral- natural, nonliving solid crystals that make up rocks.
2. Luster- the way a mineral’s surface reflects light. (shines)

3. Hardness- how easily a mineral can be scratched or can scratch another mineral.

4. Moh’s scale- a scale that shows the hardness of minerals. 10 is the hardest…1 is the softest. (Diamond=hardest…Talc=softest)

5. Streak- the color of powder that a mineral leaves when it is scratched on a special plate/tile.

6. Mica- the most common mineral found in rocks.

7. Rocks are made up of one or more minerals.

8. Sediment- eroded materials that settle on land or on the bottoms of lakes, rivers, and oceans. 

9. Sedimentary rock- rocks made of sediments pressed together. (Formed in layers) Most of Earth’s rocks are sedimentary rocks.
10. Limestone- sedimentary rock that is made from the bones and shells of dead, sea animals. 
11. Weathering- when wind, water, roots, or animals break or carry pieces of rocks away. Weathering of rocks can cause fossils to be near the surface of Earth.
12. Igneous rock- rocks formed from molten rock (lava or magma) (Obsidian- lava that cooled very quickly.)
13. Lava that cools above the surface forms tiny crystals.

14. It can take more than a million years for “magma” to cool.
15. Metamorphic rock- rocks that have “changed” as a result of heat and pressure. Pressure and heat change shale into slate, limestone changes into marble…granite becomes gneiss… 
16. Rock cycle- the recycling of rocks over and over again. Caused by heat, pressure, weathering, chemical reactions, erosion…

17. Soil is made up of bits of rock, plant and animal remains, and tiny life-forms.
18. There are 4 major time periods in the geologic time scale. Dinosaurs lived during the Mesozoic era, which lasted from 248 million years ago to 65 million years ago.
19. Bones form fossils. 

20. Fossils found in a desert provide evidence that water once covered the desert.

21. Fossils help scientists determine the age of rocks. The deepest layers of rocks are the oldest layers of rock.
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