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Unit A Chapter 4

Study Sheet

1. Organisms depend on living and nonliving things in their environments for survival. (food, water, shelter, living space, light, air, the right soil)

2. Ecosystems are healthy when they are balanced (stable). (Rabbits eat the grass down, foxes eat the rabbit population down, birds eat caterpillar population down…)
3. Interdependence- when one organism gives/takes resources needed. (grass give oxygen animals need; animals give carbon dioxide plants need)
4. Competition- when two or more species must use the same resources (food, shelter, light, water, prey…)
5. Feeding/hunting at different times (owls and hawks) and/or living in groups (many deer) may help animals survive. 

6. Parasite-organisms that live on or in another organism. (tape worms, ticks, lice, wooly adelgid-kills Fraser fir trees, mistletoe)
7. Host- the organism that is hurt when a parasite lives on it. (dogs, humans, trees…)

8. Succession- the gradual change from one community of organisms to another. (a pond drying up and becoming a field) 

9. Extinct- When an entire species is gone forever. (dinosaurs)

10.  Endangered- When a species may soon become extinct. 

(black rhino, giant panda, Virginia-long eared bat, gray bat)

11.  Threatened- When a species may soon become endangered. (bald eagles)
12.  Some of the main causes of threatened, endangered, and extinction are:

a. Destruction of habitat

b. Hunting

c. Poisoning

13.  Rapid changes- changes in an environment that happen quickly. (tornados, floods, earthquakes, fires, hurricanes…)

14.  Slow changes- changes in an environment that happen slowly. (erosion, weathering, succession, climate change, mountain building…)

15.  Hazardous waste- substances that are very harmful to humans and other organisms.
16. Reclamation- replacing the rocks and soil that has been disturbed during land mining. (planting trees, sowing grass…) Roots hold the soil in place and prevent erosion (soil being washed/blown away)
17. Some things people have done to protect the environment:

a. Made laws that companies must reclaim land after mining it.

b. Made laws that companies must properly dispose of waste materials.

c. Replace resources such as trees and other plants.

d.  Made laws that endangered animals cannot be hunted or bothered.

e. Built National Parks for wildlife.

18. Fossils can tell scientists what an area was like many years ago. 
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