United States History

Mrs. Kelly Burch

Course description:

This class is designed to cover the major events in United States history from the Colonial period to the present day.  You have had a grounding in the material from 1607 through the Civil War in earlier grades, so we will emphasize Reconstruction through 2010.   You have an End-of-Course Exam which will count for 15% of your final grade in this class.  I will integrate economics and geography into the curriculum, and there will be frequent lessons dealing with current events, to highlight the influence of the past on the present.  I will try to stick with what is relevant, important to know and interesting.  The lessons are generally presented in chronological order.  
Student responsibilities:
1. Be in the classroom when the bell rings with a pen or pencil and paper.  We do not have enough textbooks to provide one for each student, so you will have to deal with a classroom set.
2. Be respectful.

3. Do your own work.

4. Complete your assignments.

Late work will receive only partial credit.  Cheating on any part of an assignment or test will result in a zero.
Assignments:

The usual—notes, quizzes, tests, writing assignments, daily assignments  You will have an occasional opportunity to “redo” tests, and there are a handful of extra credit opportunities which involve  community service.
Assessments:

You will have a mid-term and a final exam.  Perfect attendance exempts you from the final exam.  
Formative assessments play a great role in determining teaching methods and the pace of study.

End-of-Course Exam:

The EOC will take place in May.  It will be 15% of your final grade.  If you stay focused in class and complete all your assignments, you should be ready.
Units include:
Colonization, 1492-1750
The Birth of a Nation. 1754-1800
Early Growth and Foreign Policy, 1798-1812
Antebellum America and Continued Expansion, 1793-1859
Civil War and Reconstruction, 1860-1896
Industrialization, Urbanization and The West, 1864-1910
International Involvement and the Progressive Era, 1890-1920
Roaring ‘20s and the New Deal, 1920-1940
WWII, 1939-1945
The Early Cold War Era, 1945-1960
Cultural Transformation and Foreign Conflict, 1950-1975
End of the Cold War and Modern America, 1975-2010
