



ACS Pre AP Chemistry 
Catherine Cornwell

Email: Catherine.cornwell@allen.kyschools.us 

Website: http://www.wix.com/catherinec/patriotchemistry
Text:  Chemistry Matter and Change, (Glencoe 2009)

Course Description:  
Understanding chemistry helps you to understand the world around you.  Everything you can touch or taste or smell is a chemical. If you know some chemistry, you can make educated choices about everyday products that you use.  It is an inquiry based class that uses many learning strategies.  Chemistry is a laboratory-oriented course designed for the college-bound non-science or science majors.  It will explore chemical principles in alignment with the Chemistry content standards as set forth by the State of Kentucky.
Suggestions for Success:
1. BE ORGANIZED 
2. BE PROMPT
3. Be METICULUS – This course builds on prior knowledge.  If you miss something on the front end it will likely follow you and compound itself over time.  

4. TALK TO YOUR TEACHER – If  you have anxieties about the class come and talk to me about them. I want to help you do well in any way I can.  
Expectations:
Students are expected to attend class daily, come to class prepared, take notes and participate in in-class activities, perform laboratory experiments and complete written or oral reports, and to keep a current assignment sheet.  Students are expected to have completed all assigned reading and homework before coming to class.  Students are expected to be responsible for all materials given in class, including handouts, and to keep handouts, notes, and course materials organized.  Students are expected to maintain an organized working environment, adhere to safety protocols, and to clean up after themselves.  Students should expect an average of ½ hour of homework per night.

Assessments:

            Written Exams                                                Homework
            Lab/Experiment Reports                                    Projects
            Group & Self Evaluations                                  Class Participation
Supplies Needed: You will improve your grade a whole letter just by being organized.
           
            3 Ring Binder and 4 subject dividers (Ideal Binder Size 2-3 inch)
            Paper
            Pencil/pen/highlighter  
            Colored pencils

            Scientific Calculator Texas Instruments TI-30XIIS or similar model/ OR graphing calculator TI-84
 
Rules/Procedures The classroom will function best when its members treat each other with respect.
· Be Punctual:  Avoid detention; be in your seat by the time the bell rings.

· Be Prepared:  Come to class prepared and ready to learn with completed homework and all required materials including your binder, textbook, paper, pencils, and pens.

· Be Respectful:  Behave courteously to myself and your classmates at all times.  

· Be Attentive:  Pay attention during lectures and group discussions and take notes.

· Be Seated:  Unless an experiment or group activity requiring movement is taking place.

· Be Safe:  Follow all safety rules and procedures.

Failure to abide by the classroom rules will result in disciplinary action at the teacher’s discretion.  During class, all backpacks, purses, and bags must remain on the floor.  Students who are late to class will receive detention, as will students who arrive without their required materials.
Grading Policies:   

            Final Grade Determination:                                                                 

                    80% of your grade is determined by Test Grades. 20% of grade comes from classwork.
Students will receive frequent formative assessments to help them monitor where they are in their own learning.  Learning objectives are clearly stated at the beginning of every lesson.  You will have the option of making up one test grade.  The maximum grade that can be earned on a make up test is 70%.  Tests should be made up in a timely manner.  If you neglect to make up a test within two weeks of missing the test or within two weeks of receiving your grade, your teacher reserves the right not to let you make up the test.
Attendance:  Please make every effort to be at school every day.  If you are absent it is your responsibility to contact the teacher after class to see what you missed.  Please remember that in addition to learning science we are also here to learn work ethic and responsibility.

Late Work  Late work will be accepted up to one week late for half credit.  The day of the unit test for that material will be the cut off for late work.
Missed Labs/Tests  Labs and/or tests that are missed due to an absence must be made up on the next available make up day as specified by Mrs. Cornwell.  Note that a make up assessment may not contain the same questions, be in the same format, or be of the same difficulty as the original.

Cheating/plagiarism  Cheating is a serious offense and will be handled in accordance with the Academic Integrity policy found in the student handbook.  

Extra Credit  There will be occasional opportunities to earn extra credit, and students are strongly advised to take advantage of them.

I am always available for questions before and after school hours.  Parents or students please contact me if you have questions or concerns.  I want every student to be successful in this course.  I will help them in any way that I can to make sure they accomplish their goals. Please email or call me with concerns/ questions.
I am looking forward to a productive and rewarding year in Chemistry.

Sincerely,

Catherine Cornwell
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Honor Code

In signing this form I declare that I understand what constitutes PLAGIARISM in this class.  Specifically, I agree that all work presented will be of my own and created solely by me, and that the consequences associated with cheating and/or plagiarizing will be an automatic “F” (zero) on that assignment, as well as disciplinary action in accordance with Allen County  High School’s Academic Integrity policy stated in the Student Handbook.  This includes any class assignments, tests, written homework or reports.  Doing work for others is considered cheating and will be treated in the same manner as turning in work that is stolen, copied or plagiarized.
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