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TEXT

Biology (McDougal Littell)
GRADES
Grading will occur on a variety of assignments including but not limited to daily work, homework, public speaking, labs, debate, tests, quizzes, presentations, and participation.  Tests will comprise 90% of the final average.  (70% unit tests, 20% End of Year State Exam)  Moral of the story here is study for tests.
SUPPLIES
Required to purchase is a composition notebook along with writing utensils of your choice and a 1 to 2 inch binder. 
TOPICS OF STUDY
Kentucky has adopted the Next Generation Science Standards and our science department is working to implement these new standards this school year.  Biology is still assessed by the state on a different set of standards called the ACT Quality Core.  Your child will take an end of year test on these standards.  We plan to bridge the gap by imbedding NGSS practices and big ideas into the Quality Core this school year.  The ACT Course Standards are Scientific Inquiry, Math and Measurements in Science, Science in Practice, Foundations, Biochemistry, Cells, Genetics, Evolution, Animals, Plants, Relationships Among Organisms, and Ecology.
HOMEWORK

We will be productive in class and work from bell to bell, thus your child should not have much homework.  They will however be expected to study at home either online or with their comp book for exams.  Exams are 90% of their grade.  I will use Remind to remind them and to notify you of upcoming deadlines and exams.  Please sign up for this service.  Instructions are on the back. Thank you.  I look forward to working with you and your child this year.
